


W e have a truly special event on Au-
gust 3rd!  Backwards Distilling 

Company of Casper, Wyo-
ming, famous for their eye -
twisting bottles of gin, 
whiskey & vodka, will be 
pouring historic cocktails in 
the Miner’s Exchange Sa-
loon.  What are historic 
cocktails, you might ask?  
Well that would have been 
drinks miners in the early 
part of the 20th century 
would have known.  Amber 
from Backwards will be showing off her 
mixologist skills so you can taste some-
thing reminiscent of the past.   

Here we are in 2019!  What would a 
libation from 1919 taste like?  Or 1900?  
The Low Water String Band will per-
form during the event & visitors will be 
able to explore the candle-lit buildings.   

All proceeds go to the Friends of 
South Pass to help preserve & interpret 
South Pass City.   

$50 per person.  Reservations are re-
quired.  Call 307-332-3684 or visit  
 
For reservations 
www.southpasscity.com  

Paint the Town Red:  
A historical cocktail tasting  
in a historic saloon 

For the evening Backward Distilling Company will take over the Miner’s 

Exchange Saloon. 

The Low Water String Band will entertain guests while they explore a candle-lit 
town & sample historic libations. 

http://www.southpasscity.com


W hen the bill granting the vote to 
women was introduced into the Ter-

ritorial legislature the editor of the Cheyenne 
Daily Leader mused that it was “An Interest-
ing Question” & wondered what the world 
would be like if women were granted full 
suffrage.  Join us August 10th at 1 pm for a 
panel discussion in which women elected 
officials of today to review the impact of this 
monumental moment in American His-
tory.  Leaders will include members of Wyo-
ming legislature & county commissioners.   
 Come & join the discussion to see 
how far we have come & envision where we 

have to go.  
 Admission is free courtesy of Wyo-
ming State Parks & Cultural Resources & 
Lunch will be provided by the Friends of 
South Pass. 

An Interesting  
Question: The Legacy 
of Suffrage in Wyoming 

A ugust will see several major projects at 
South Pass City State Historic Site, 

including work to the Hotel & the Miner’s 
Exchange Saloon. 

The Hotel balcony sits directly on the 
deck of the boardwalk underneath.  That 
board walk is susceptible to frost heaving.  
The deck pushes the balcony up 
which drains into the hotel.  Resto-
ration will set piers & eliminate 
the frost heaves.   

Boardwalks across the site will 
be repaired & flattened through 
out the site.  Handicapped accessi-
bility will also be improved. 

One of the oldest saloons on the 

site is also scheduled for needed repairs.  
The Miner’s Exchange Saloon is a log 
structure built in the late 1860’s.  The sa-
loon sits on dry stacked rock foundations 
very close to the ground.  This contact with 
the ground has caused the bottom sill logs 
to rot & need repair.  State Park’s Central 
Construction Office will carefully jack the 
building up, install a foundation, & replace 
the rotting logs. 

Feel free to visit & see restoration at 
SPC first h&. 

Restoration  
Continues at SPC 

Esther Morris, first woman to hold public office, & William 
Bright, territorial legislator who introduced Wyoming’s 
suffrage legislation. 



 

School’s out for summer!  South Pass 
City’s residents have always had an 
eye toward the importance of edu-
cation.  But, children have always 
thought of better things to do 
with their energies, rather than 
to hit the books.  Throughout 
the years, education in South 
Pass City has run the full spec-
trum of formal & rigorous, to 
just-the-basics, with some time 
for fun on the side.  As summer 
draws to a close, take a moment to 
reflect on some examples from South 
Pass City’s local school history. 

The first school in South 
Pass City, according to Peter R. 
Sherlock, was taught by James 
Stillman.  History devotees will recall that it 
was Stillman who defied incoming Justice-of-
the-Peace, Esther Morris, by denying her the 
official docket that he had maintained dur-
ing his just-expired term.  Stillman was ar-
rested on a warrant issued by Morris, & the 
dockets were soon turned over to her.  
While Stillman was apparently strong-
willed himself, Morris proved his match, & 
more.  One must wonder what kind of 
school teacher Esther Morris would have 
been! 

In the early 1890s, Charlie Hannah 
Cranor-Ellis taught school.  It seems that 
Charlie’s father wanted a boy so badly that 
he named his new baby before SHE was 
born.  Despite her mannish name, as a 
teacher Charlie developed quite a following 
among the older teen boys at South Pass 
City’s school.  To them, it wasn’t necessarily 
an education that they were attending school 
for, & their one-upmanship soon led Charlie 
to take her brother’s advice to pack a pistol to 
school as a bluff.  In her haste to quickly bran-

dish the firearm & place it conspicuously on 
her desk, Charlie accidentally set off a round.  
The overtures from Charlie’s aspiring para-
mours at school forever stopped. 

Later that same decade, “Timberline 
Bob” McAuley of Atlantic City experi-

enced the harsh side of local educators.  
Five of McAuley’s teachers during the 

three month school sessions were 
bullwhackers, & one lashed 
McAuley with a willow switch in 
the same fashion as he had whipped 
his freight teams.  Just the same, 
McAuley recalled that he hated one 
of his female teachers in Atlantic 

City worse than all of the bullwhack-
ers.  “Her looks at one was more scath-

ing than the cut of a bull whip, if that 
could be possible…”  South Pass City held 

school for McAuley under Doctor 
Walter Lovejoy in 1889, & 
McAuley recalled, “This was the 

only time I ever had a desire to go to school.” 
In February of 1923, Billie McOmie 

wrote his sister, Marie, of the winter school 
term in South Pass City, telling her that things 

were going well.  His 
teacher, Ruth Nelson was a 
young woman, & according 
to McOmie, quite patient 
with him at school, & 
never cross.  McOmie also 
reported to his sister that 
his new teacher was rather 
good with the piano, even 
offering to provide him les-
sons.  Billie McOmie de-
clined the lessons, & for 
unknown reasons, Ruth 
Nelson soon concluded her 
only school term in South 
Pass City without any fur-
ther note. 

The post-World War Two years 
brought another boom to South Pass City, & 
its school was active.  Ray Tower spearheaded 
renewed work at the Carissa, & his core em-

Hitting the Books at 
South Pass City... 

Peter Sherlock as he attended Creighton 
University in 1882 

Dr. Walter Lovejoy & his wife 
Laureana.  Dr. Lovejoy taught 
school in the abandoned 1868 Jail. 



ployees were all family members.  
Tower’s sister-in-law, Cecelia, taught 
school in 1946, but departed in mid-
winter just prior to the birth of her 
first child.  In early 1947, Martha 
Westman took over as teacher.  West-
man, who had been staying in Lander 
with the McOmie family while she 
herself completed high school, took 
over when she was only 18 years old!  
While the term had begun under 
Tower (in good weather) with fourteen stu-
dents, it continued into the dead of winter un-
der Westman (who had to be carried to South 
Pass City in a 
sleigh) with only 
four students.  
Now living in 
southeast Wyo-
ming, at age 90, 
the former teen-
age school 
teacher still 
counts her school 
experience in 
South Pass City as one of the greatest adven-
tures of her life. 

In the fall of 1947, it was Opal Sherlock 
who was recruited to the post 
of school teacher in South Pass 
City.  She was the wife of South 
Pass City native, James L. Sher-
lock, & a good many of the stu-
dents (sons, Peter & Jim) were 
related to her.  Her father-in-
law, John Sherlock, had even 
once helped to remodel the 
school’s interior about ten years 
earlier.  The Wyoming State Jour-
nal noted that the enrollment 
had dropped from eight stu-
dents to six as the winter 
weather set in, as those not inclined to winter 
over departed for warmer climes.  Even the un-
wavering Sherlock family faltered that winter. 
In mid-December of 1947, Peter Sherlock died.  

While a young child, 
his parents, Richard 
& Janet, had rushed 
to the new gold 
camp in 1869.  An 
obviously gifted 
young man, Peter 
was yet a young man 
on break from pre-
paratory school as-
sociated with 

Creighton College in Omaha when he was 
blinded by a misfire explosion on Emile 
Granier’s mining works.  Peter rebounded & 

proved his resolve in his perma-
nently darkened world.  Among his 
noted local achievements was serv-
ing as the South Pass City school 
board chairman.  Peter’s siblings & 
nieces & nephews rallied with him 
& he proved to be a master mer-
chant & rancher.  After 80 years of 
residency in South Pass City, Peter 
was the singular binding force of a 
family that was showing signs of 

fragmenting.  With his death, the family scat-
tered to follow their individual paths, & South 
Pass City, as a living & breathing town with 

families & a school, 
forever changed. 
 For South 
Pass City, as long as 
the town was alive, 
so was the school.  
One of Opal Sher-
lock’s students, her 
son, Jim, often re-
called that his fam-
ily left for Lander 
when the South Pass 
City school closed 
forever.  As this sum-

mer’s school vacation draws to a close & the 
new academic year approaches, remind any 
apprehensive pupils that, so long as a town is 
alive, its school will be at its center. 

Atlantic City students salute the flag in 1918 

Students & Teacher outside the SPC School in 1925-26 

Mr. Mowrer & the McComie Boys in 1925. 



 
Joe Ellis 
Superintendent 
Serving Since 2004 
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Curator 
Serving Since 1999 
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Serving Since 2017 
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Serving Since 2017 
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Serving Since 2011 
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Serving Since 2017 
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Serving Since 2018 
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Serving Since 2019 
 
Pam Spencer-Hockett 
Interpreter 
Serving Since 2014 
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O ver my time as superintendent of South Pass City State Historic Site I 
have had the pleasure to work with two amazing groups who have 

committed themselves to the preservation & interpretation of South Pass 
City. 
 
The first is our volunteers.  Volunteers are especially important to South 
Pass City.  These individuals & groups give their time freely to help with 
events, fundraising, serving on the Friends of South Pass Board, manning 
parking lots to baking cookies.  If the historic site did not have these volun-
teers we would not be able to produce the events & programs that our visi-
tors enjoy.  It is worth pointing out that Gold Rush Days alone has over 100 
volunteers who work 12 hour days to make sure everything runs smoothly.  I 
would like to thank all our volunteers.  You are truly appreciated by me & 
my staff. 
 
The other group is the staff of South Pass City State Historic Site.  Both full 
time & seasonal.  A more dedicated group of individuals would be hard to 
find.  The day-to-day tasks at South Pass City are never predictable.  A town 
at 8000 feet on a mountain pass has a powerful adversary in Mother Nature.  
The staff lead stabilization & restoration work, conduct historic research, & 
develop site interpretation.  Work ranges from snow removal to complex 
engineering for mining equipment.  Like the miners that worked the Carissa 
in the past, the Staff of South Pass City State Historic Site are jacks of all 
trades & must keep the complex operations going.  I am deeply indebted to 
these individuals who believe deeply  in our little town on the mountain. 
 
The contributions of these two groups make SPC what it is, please come & 
visit.  If you see someone with the State Parks Logo or a volunteer badge 
thank them for their time & ask them a question.  They are the best guides 
you can ever hope for! 
 
Yours, 
 
 
 
Joe Ellis 
Superintendent 
 



South Pass City 2019 
Friends of South Pass  

Tours 
 

Carissa Tours 
Memorial Day to Labor Day 
Thursday through Sunday 

2 pm 
Reservations  

HIGHLY recommended 
southpasscity.com/tours for reservations or 

307-332-3684  

 

English Tunnel Tour 
Saturdays  

June through August  
11 am—1 mile hike & candle tour 

of a real mine! 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

southpasscity.com/tours for reservations or 
307-332-3684  

 

Stamp Mill  
& Arrastra Demo’s 
Saturdays in July & August 

1 to 3 pm—A self guided walk 
On the Flood & Hindle Trail 
southpasscity.com/tours for reservations or 

307-332-3684  

 
Lots more information at 

southpasscity.com 

Events 
 
 

Paint the Town Red 
A Historical Cocktails Tasting with  

Backwards Distilling Company 
& The Low Water String Band 

August 3rd 
 
 
 

An Interesting Question:   
The Legacy of Suffrage in Wyoming 

Talks & Panel Discussion with Women Leaders  
from Around Wyoming 

August 10th 
1 9m 

 
 

Sequencing: The Carissa Mine  
Women Artists Residency—Artists Talk 

August 10th  
10:00 am 

 
 

RUN the RED 
A Race for Open Spaces 

50K & 100K Run in the Red Desert 
Start & Finish Line at SPC—Nature Walks & Special Tours 

September 28th  
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This newsletter & envelope are fully recyclable !!!  

T he Friends of South Pass are a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit organization dedicated to preserving & 

interpreting South Pass City & the Carissa 
Mine.  Through annual contributions the "Friends" 
have funded some of the largest & most important 
restoration projects here at SPC . 

 

Membership includes: 
 Swag from the Smith Sherlock 

General Store 
 Free Admission to SPC 
 This Newsletter 
 Memberships start at $25 
 Contributions are Tax Deductible 
 & much more... 
 

Join the Friends of  
South Pass 

Scan 
& Join 
Online! 


