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Members of the Friends of South Pass & Supporters of South Pass City, 
 
 2018 was a very busy and productive year for the Friends of South 
Pass.  The Smith Sherlock General Store grossed over $55,000 in sales, with 
all profits distributed to South Pass City State Historic Site for improve-
ments and events. Over 4,000 people attended Gold Rush Days and we 
sponsored a crowd-pleasing concert and fireworks display.  The Friends of 
South Pass helped fund a number of exhibits, including in the newly remod-
eled E.A. Slack Cabin.  In addition to Gold Rush Days, we also sponsored the 
dedication of the Women’s Suffrage Highway, nature hikes, a beer tasting, 
and the reopening of the English Tunnel.  In order to provide public tours of 
the English Tunnel, we obtained rights-of-way for the land that lies atop the 
1868 gold mine.    

This coming summer, the Friends will be adding new members to the 
Board of Directors, and will also be organizing a planning and goal setting 
session with the University of Wyoming.  The Friends will also assist in 
funding new trail displays and in the dedication of many new miles of trail.  
In addition to sponsoring the 2019 Gold Rush Days on July 6th and 7th, we 
will assist with the 150th anniversary of the Women’s Right to Vote in Wyo-
ming, in August. 

We invite all members of the Friends to come and join us (and even 
volunteer!) in all the activities, the events and in discovering all the new fea-
tures at the SPC, including the new trail system and the English Tunnel.  
Inform the Fee Office that you are a member of the Friends of South Pass to 
gain free admission.  Bring your family, your friends, your company, and 
spend a full day exploring South Pass City! 

Thank you all for your membership and support of the South Pass 
City State Historic Site and the Friends of South Pass. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ben Pearson,  
President, Friends of South Pass 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of the Friends of South Pass, 
 
I am honored to be asked to submit an article on behalf of 
the State Parks & Cultural Resources Agency.  Any time I 
get an opportunity, I always say that we have an amazing 
product and even better staff and partners.  The Friends of South Pass 
(FOSP) are one of our great, long standing, friends groups in our state 
parks system.  Over the years they have helped in so many ways, from 
the success of the Carissa Mine to keeping the operations functioning 
at one of our flagship historic sites.   
 The  FOSP are also one of the oldest friends groups in the 
state.  We have greatly appreciated all of the group’s assistance, fund-
raising, volunteerism, and most importantly their willingness to help 
the site be a tourism destination.   Due to the site’s staff and FOSP innova-
tion and passion, in addition to our annual Gold Rush Days celebration, 
South Pass City Historic Site has been able to add additional events and 
tours.   
 I would like to pass on extensive kudos for our most recent project 
together which was the English Tunnel.  The FOSP was willing to do a ton 
of logistical ground work to get land ownership rights in place, along with 
amending their friends group agreement with the state to allow us to add 
the English Tunnel to our many amazing historical assets and tourism prod-
ucts.  In the next year we will be assisting the FOSP as they develop a strate-
gic plan that will help lead and guide our partnership for years to come. 
 Simply put, our Agency’s mission is to impact communities and en-
rich lives.  Our five main goals are to improve, impact and contribute to the 
State’s economic diversification; Serve and educate our customers/
constituents; Perform evaluation, preservation, conservation and restoration; 
Exercise brand management; and last but not least, Have a competent and 
satisfied workforce.  Along with the site’s staff, the FOSP helps achieve our 
mission and hits on each and everyone of the Agency’s goals. 
 Again, thank you for the opportunity to add to your 
newsletter and for what you do for our historic site and for 
our State.  
 
 
Darin Westby  
Director 
Department of State Parks and Cultural Resources 
 
 
 



 

M any people, when they visit the Carissa 
Mine, focus on the massive Mill building 

spilling down the hillside into Carissa Gulch.  As 
they stare into the dark mineshaft, some folks 
ponder the drive of the miners who bet their very 
lives against the glittering promise of gold.  Others 
see the cluster of buildings atop the windswept 
hill and wonder about the people who once lived 
and toiled in the small cabins and workshops.  
How foreign and almost fantastical to have been 
so isolated and so far removed from the wider 
world!  “What people, these miners and their fami-
lies must have been”, people often remark.  Their 
idea is that the passage of time has claimed all who 
once called the Carissa their workplace and home.  
Not true. 

 In the early months of 2017, while South 
Pass City & the Carissa Mine were still wrapped 
in a wintry blanket of white, a package arrived by 
mail.  The box contained some of the records of 

the Carissa’s corporate board of directors from its 
last boom following World War Two.  The re-
cords were neatly typewritten and professionally 
compiled by the corporation’s secretary.  Almost 
by accident, the transcripts provided the key to 
discovering the identity of the only family to have 
called the Carissa their home during these years, 
the Swalbergs. 

 Ernest Uhlen Swalberg wasn’t known to 
many people by his given name.  In fact, following 
his appearance at the Carissa in late 1948, none of 
even his closest co-workers knew him by anything 
except “Rudy”.  Rudy’s folks had always called 
him by his middle name at home because his father 
was an “Ernest”, too.   Seems, when Rudy was 
young and first going to school in rural Sanpete 
County, Utah, his classmates had a tough time 
with “Uhlen”, so they dubbed him “Rudy” instead.  
Around the Carissa, Rudy’s wife was either “Mrs. 
Swalberg” or maybe “Stahr”, if you knew her par-
ticularly well.  Almost to the date of their 8th wed-
ding anniversary, the Swalbergs uprooted from 
Utah and threw themselves into their new adven-
ture at Wyoming’s great gold mine.  “What kind 
of anniversary present would it turn out to be?” 
they must have wondered. 

They Called the Carissa 
Home! The Swalberg Family 



 Rudy & Stahr weren’t alone.  Their oldest 
child, a six-year-old boy named Dave, had just 
started his first year of grade school in Utah, and 
things weren’t off to an especially auspicious start.  
Dave was an energetic youngster and the structure 
and formality of school just weren’t exactly to his 
liking.  His sister, Julie, was then four years old, 
and like Dave, she took to the family’s Wyoming 
move with relish.  The two simply beamed with 
enthusiasm each day at the ghost town and gold 
mine.  They delighted at the trips to the spring in 
South Pass City to fill up water cans, or the wil-
derness of Hermit Gulch when they inspected 
their father’s progress on the Mill Pond Dam.  
Rounding out the family was their dog, “Champ”, 
a constant companion who would live up to his 
name that winter when Rudy’s life hung in the 
balance.  The tightknit family set up housekeeping 
in a one-room, fifty-year-old cabin positioned on 
one of the Carissa’s windswept ridges. 

 Stahr strove to establish a well-ordered 
and comfortable home for her husband and two 
children.  Touches of home may have been hard-
won at the remote mine site, but home it would 
be, if Stahr had anything to say about it.  Dave may 
have thought that the family’s journey to the 
Carissa was to be an absolute reprieve from the 
constraints of formal learning, but Stahr clipped 
his wings a bit when she instigated a home school 
course.  For Dave though, the tradeoff was well 
worth it; South Pass City & the Carissa were his 
Neverland and his spirit remained all that of Peter 
Pan.  Julie was every bit the little girl of four years; 
a loving caretaker of a treasured baby doll, as well 
as an apprentice homemaker herself in a playhouse 
that she had remodeled from a wooden shipping 
crate.  Julie shone with pride in achievement as 

pioneer woman in her own right, and Stahr was 
doubtless relieved that the adventure of their fron-
tier family life kept the two children from grasping 
the gravity of their predicament. 
 No one knew it at the time, but the family 
had relocated to the Carissa just prior to what 
would become known as Wyoming’s most severe 
winter since the crushing Blizzard of 1887.  End-
less wind and snow had cut off re-supply to the 
gold mining outpost, and fears mounted.  Rudy 
had been making regular trips to and from Rock 
Springs and Salt Lake City as a re-supply runner 
and company agent.  He shuddered at the thought 
of his last such supply run in which he found him-
self off the road after dark in the midst of a ground 
blizzard near the mine site.  Blinded and without 
landmarks, Rudy realized that his vaunted Power 
Wagon might well be where his frozen remains 
would be found.  Despair spilled over and Rudy 
finally stepped out of the truck to try to get his 
bearings.  The all but forgotten companion, 
Champ, bounded off the front seat and out the 
open door.  At first upset at having to try to round 
up the dog, a stunned Rudy realized that Champ 
had identified his stomping grounds near the fam-
ily cabin using only his nose!  Overjoyed, Rudy 
jumped back in the cab of the truck and followed 
Champ the remaining short distance home.  Dave 
& Julie’s preserve this special childhood memory 
through its re-telling to this day. 

 As the Swalberg Cabin undergoes stabili-
zation and then restoration in the coming seasons, 
an equal emphasis will be placed upon preserving 
both the structure and its story.  One is equally 
dependent on the other.  More work awaits, and 

more stories are waiting to be told.  Tell yours. 



S equencing through Time and Place is a group 
of artists that use photography, mixed media 

and dance to explore special places in Wyoming 
and make work about those places.  

 Members include Wendy Bredehoft, Susan 
Moldenhauer and Margaret Wilson.  In 2017 and 

2018, these artists spent time at the Carissa Mine.  
The resulting work has been extensively exhibited 
in Wyoming and the region.  Exhibits include the 
University of Wyoming Fine Arts Department 
Gallery, Lander Art Center, Laramie Touch Stone 
Project, Rock Paper Scissors Galley in Cheyenne 
and the National Mining Hall of Fame in Leadville, 
CO.  

 The Sequencing artists will return to the 
Carissa in August for another public presentation. 

Sequencing:  The Carissa 
Mine—Artists at the Carissa 

S outh Pass City State Historic Site faces a 
unique challenge everyday of the year!  Gold 

rushes are famous for throwing buildings up 
quickly and abandoning them just as fast.  The 
challenge that faces SPC is how to keep old build-
ings strong at 8000 feet, through the brutal win-
ters and the famous South Pass wind!  The answer 
is constant restoration and stabilization.   

2019 will see two major projects.  The first 
will be work on the front of the SPC Hotel.  
Ground water is very high at South Pass City.  
That water is causing the columns that hold the 
balcony heave upward.   Snow and melt off are 
caught to on the balcony and flow into the hotel 
causing water damage.  This problem will be ad-
dressed just after SPC celebrates Gold Rush Days 
2019. 
 The Miner’s Exchange Saloon will also see 
a great deal of work.  This saloon is one of the old-
est on the site and the sill logs that support the 

building have rotted over the years, causing the 
building to sag.  State Park’s Central Construction 
Office will arrive in August and replace those logs.  
The building will be delicately raised and new logs 
hewn to match the originals will be installed.  This 
will make sure that many individuals will be able 
to see a bit of saloon life in South Pass City! 
 State Parks Historic Sites and Trails works 
tirelessly to locate funding to maintain South Pass 
City as a historic site.  2019’s work is funded di-
rectly from fees paid by visitors like you!  So when 
you visit, you help keep SPC strong. 

Preserving the past for the 
future—Restorations 2019 



Stabilization work at the 
Carissa Mine 

T he Carissa Mine  has a long history going 
back to 1867 when the first claims were filed 

on the property.  Over the last 150 years, many 
structures have been built, demolished, moved and 
reconstructed on the ridge above South Pass City. 

 One of our most important partners at the 
Carissa is the Abandoned Mine Lands Division of 
the DEQ.  AML has been with South Pass City 
from the beginning in 2003, when the Carissa was 
added to the historic site.  AML has stabilized 
buildings, sealed mine shafts and help SPC create 
safe space so the public can access the Carissa. 

 In 2018, several projects were completed.  
Among them was a new foundation for the Bunk 
House.  Historically used to house men working in 
the mine and mill the Bunk House sat on rock 
foundations that were failing under the weight of 
the building.  The building was jacked and braced 
so new foundations could be installed.  Another 
project was the stabilization of the water tank 
used to supply water to the Carissa Mill.  The tank 
was collapsing under it own weight.  Foundations 

and reinforcements of polyurethane foam were 
installed.  These improvements will extend the life 
of the tank, improve safety and allow SPC to show 
the feature to the visiting public.    
 In 2019, work will continue on several of 
the support buildings and foundation work on the 
Carissa Mill.  Projects include setting the Cook 
House on foundations.  Built in the late 1920’s the 
building sits on dry stacked rock foundations, on a 
steep hillside.  This work will prevent the building 
from moving further. 
 The Swalberg Cabin sits on the ground, 
with sill logs in direct contact with the earth.  The 
cabin will be lifted and placed on a slab founda-
tion.  This move will help keep the building out of 
the muck and mire and preserve the log work. 

 Finally, the Carissa Mill will have rein-
forcements built into its foundations.  Currently, 
the building sits on dry stacked rock walls which 
are heaving under the building weight. 

 Funding for this project comes from a part-
nership of Abandoned Mine Lands funding and 
from State Parks, Historic Sites and Trails fee 
funds. 
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South Pass City 2019 
Friends of South Pass  

Tours 
 

Carissa Tours 
Memorial Day to Labor Day 
Thursday through Sunday 

2 pm 
Reservations  

HIGHLY recommended 
southpasscity.com/tours for reservations or 

307-332-3684  

 

English Tunnel Tour 
Saturdays  

June through August  
11 am—1 mile hike & Candle tour 

of a real mine! 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

southpasscity.com/tours for reservations or 
307-332-3684  

 

Stamp Mill  
& Arrastra Demo’s 
Saturdays in July & August 

1 to 3 pm—A self guided walk 
On the Flood & Hindle Trail 
southpasscity.com/tours for reservations or 

307-332-3684  

 
Lots more information at 

southpasscity.com 

Events 
 

Wyoming Native Plant  
Society Walks 

June 15th & 16th 
 

Gold Rush Days 
July 6th & 7th 

 

In A Gulch with John 
A native plant walk with  

John Mionczynski 
July 19th 

 

Paint the Town Red 
A Historical Cocktails Tasting with  

Backwards Distilling Company 
& The Low Water String Band 

August 3rd 
 

An Interesting Question:   
The Legacy of Suffrage in Wyoming 

Talks & Panel Discussion with Women Leaders  
from Around Wyoming 

August 10th 
 

Sequencing: The Carissa Mine  
Women Artists Residency—Artists Talk 

August 10th  
 

RUN the RED 
A Race for Open Spaces 

50K & 100K Run in the Red Desert 
Start & Finish Line at SPC—Nature Walks & Special Tours 

September 28th  
 

Pin to the  

Ice Box 
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T he Friends of South Pass are a 501c3 not-for-
profit organization dedicated to preserving 

and interpreting South Pass City and the Carissa 
Mine.  Through annual contributions the "Friends" 
have funded some of the largest and most impor-
tant restoration projects here at SPC . 

 

Membership includes: 
 Swag from the Smith Sherlock 

General Store 
 Free Admission to SPC 
 This Newsletter 
 Acknowledgment in the Dance 

Hall at SPC 
 Contributions are Tax Deductable 
 & much more... 
 

Join the Friends of  
South Pass 

Scan 
& Join 
Online! 

This newsletter & envelope are fully recyclable !!!  


